Guidelines for the treatment and maintenance of wooden poles used in the distribution
lines of off-grid community based electrification schemes under the RERED Project

(a) Identify the poles at least six months before they are actually required for installation

(b) Debark the poles and subject them to air drying under ambient conditions for a period
of not less than 3 months

(c) Apply three coats of used engine oil, heated to a temperature of about 70-80 deg C.
Allow a period of about 1 week between coats to ensure adequate penetration. As an
additional (optional) measure, the bottom ends of the poles may be immersed in a
barrel of used engine oil, which is then heated and allowed to cool.

(d) Maintain the poles by visually examining their condition every three months and
applying additional coats of used engine oil to a height of at least 1 meter from
ground level after wire brushing the surface.
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